for) US foreign policy in the Middle East. Our programs in the past year tracked the unprecedented changes in Libya, Egypt, the unfolding crisis in Syria, the challenges of Iran and much more.
Our language programs continues to attract students by providing valuable skills in Arabic, Farsi, Turkish, Urdu and Pashto -essential for careers in the foreign service, diplomacy, and international business.
The Center for Turkish Studies successfully organized its 3 rd Annual Conference on Turkey, a signature event for the discussion of Turkey-related issues in Washington policy circles, which was co-sponsored with Georgetown University's Institute of Turkish Studies.
Also in 2012, MEI's 66 th Annual Conference and Banquet "New Horizons, New Challenges: The Middle East in 2013," attracted nearly 700 guests representing government officials, congressional staff, corporate leaders, civil society personnel, academics, students, media, and the general public.
As we look ahead to next year, we will be unfolding new programs and initiatives, and building on our 66-year legacy as the leading Middle East-focused policy institute. Transcripts, recordings, and videos of these events, as well as of each of the individual conference panels, may be accessed at http://www.mideasti.org/conference2012. Our main website (http://www.mei.edu) also contains links to our other programs and to our full program of language classes. I would invite all our readers around the world to visit and explore.
The year 2012, sadly, also saw the passing of a longtime member of MEJ's Board of Advisory Editors, Barbara Stowasser of Georgetown, who will be missed.
Let me conclude by conveying my best wishes for 2013.
MICHAEL COLLINS DUNN

